FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

903.5 Testing and maintenance. Sprinkler systems shall be
tested and maintained in accordance with Section 901.

903.6 Existing buildings. The provisions of this section are
intended to provide a reasonable degree of safety in existing
structures not complying with the minimum requirements of
the International Building Code by requiring installation of an
automatic fire-extinguishing system.

903.6.1 Pyroxylin plastics. All structures occupied for the
manufacture or storage of articles of cellulose nitrate
(pyroxylin) plastic shall be equipped with an approved auto-
matic fire-extinguishing system. Vaults located within
buildings for the storage of raw pyroxylin shall be protected
with an approved automatic sprinkler system capable of dis-
charging 1.66 gallons per minute per square foot (68
L/min/m?) over the area of the vault.

SECTION 904
ALTERNATIVE AUTOMATIC FIRE-EXTINGUISHING
SYSTEMS

904.1 General. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems, other
than automatic sprinkler systems, shall be designed, installed,
inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section and the applicable referenced standards.

904.2 Where required. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems
installed as an alternative to the required automatic sprinkler
systems of Section 903 shall be approved by the fire code offi-
cial. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems shall not be consid-
ered alternatives for the purposes of exceptions or reductions
allowed by other requirements of this code.

904.2.1 Commercial hood and duct systems. Each
required commercial kitchen exhaust hood and duct system
required by Section 610 to have a Type I hood shall be pro-
tected with an approved automatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tem installed in accordance with this code.

904.3 Installation. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems shall
be installed in accordance with this section.

904.3.1 Electrical wiring. Electrical wiring shall be in
accordance with the ICC Electrical Code.

904.3.2 Actuation. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems
shall be automatically actuated and provided with a manual
means of actuation in accordance with Section 904.11.1.

904.3.3 System interlocking. Automatic equipment inter-
locks with fuel shutoffs, ventilation controls, door closers,
window shutters, conveyor openings, smoke and heat vents,
and other features necessary for proper operation of the
fire-extinguishing system shall be provided as required by
the design and installation standard utilized for the hazard.

904.3.4 Alarms and warning signs. Where alarms are
required to indicate the operation of automatic fire-extin-
guishing systems, distinctive audible, visible alarms and
warning signs shall be provided to warn of pending agent
discharge. Where exposure to automatic-extinguishing
agents poses a hazard to persons and a delay is required to
ensure the evacuation of occupants before agent discharge,
a separate warning signal shall be provided to alert occu-
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pants once agent discharge has begun. Audible signals shall
be in accordance with Section 907.10.2.

904.3.5 Monitoring. Where a building fire alarm system is
installed, automatic fire-extinguishing systems shall be
monitored by the building fire alarm system in accordance
with NFPA 72.

904.4 Inspection and testing. Automatic fire-extinguishing
systems shall be inspected and tested in accordance with the
provisions of this section prior to acceptance.

904.4.1 Inspection. Prior to conducting final acceptance
tests, the following items shall be inspected:

1. Hazard specification for consistency with design haz-
ard.

2. Type, location and spacing of automatic- and man-
ual-initiating devices.

3. Size, placement and position of nozzles or discharge
orifices.

4. Location and identification of audible and visible
alarm devices.

5. Identification of devices with proper designations.
6. Operating instructions.

904.4.2 Alarm testing. Notification appliances, connec-
tions to fire alarm systems, and connections to approved
supervising stations shall be tested in accordance with this
section and Section 907 to verify proper operation.

904.4.2.1 Audible and visible signals. The audibility
and visibility of notification appliances signaling agent
discharge or system operation, where required, shall be
verified.

904.4.3 Monitor testing. Connections to protected pre-
mises and supervising station fire alarm systems shall be
tested to verify proper identification and retransmission of
alarms from automatic fire-extinguishing systems.

904.5 Wet-chemical systems. Wet-chemical extinguishing
systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected
and tested in accordance with NFPA 17A and their listing.

904.5.1 System test. Systems shall be inspected and tested
for proper operation at 6-month intervals. Tests shall
include a check of the detection system, alarms and releas-
ing devices, including manual stations and other associated
equipment. Extinguishing system units shall be weighed
and the required amount of agent verified. Stored pres-
sure-type units shall be checked for the required pressure.
The cartridge of cartridge-operated units shall be weighed
and replaced at intervals indicated by the manufacturer.

*904.5.2 Fusible link maintenance. Fixed tempera-
ture-sensing elements shall be maintained to ensure proper
operation of the system.

904.6 Dry-chemical systems. Dry-chemical extinguishing
systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected
and tested in accordance with NFPA 17 and their listing.

904.6.1 System test. Systems shall be inspected and tested
for proper operation at 6-month intervals. Tests shall
include a check of the detection system, alarms and releas-
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ing devices, including manual stations and other associated
equipment. Extinguishing system units shall be weighed,
and the required amount of agent verified. Stored pres-
sure-type units shall be checked for the required pressure.
The cartridge of cartridge-operated units shall be weighed
and replaced at intervals indicated by the manufacturer.

904.6.2 Fusible link maintenance. Fixed tempera-
ture-sensing elements shall be maintained to ensure proper
operation of the system.

904.7 Foam systems. Foam-extinguishing systems shall be
installed, maintained, periodically inspected and tested in
accordance with NFPA 11, NFPA 11A and NFPA 16 and their
listing.
904.7.1 System test. Foam-extinguishing systems shall be
inspected and tested at intervals in accordance with NFPA
25.

904.8 Carbon dioxide systems. Carbon dioxide extinguishing
systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected
and tested in accordance with NFPA 12 and their listing.

904.8.1 System test. Systems shall be inspected and tested
for proper operation at 12-month intervals.

904.8.2 High-pressure cylinders. High-pressure cylinders
shall be weighed and the date of the last hydrostatic test shall
be verified at 6-month intervals. Where a container shows a
loss in original content of more than 10 percent, the cylinder
shall be refilled or replaced.

904.8.3 Low-pressure containers. The liquid-level gauges
of low-pressure containers shall be observed at one-week
intervals. Where a container shows a content loss of more
than 10 percent, the container shall be refilled to maintain
the minimum gas requirements.

904.8.4 System hoses. System hoses shall be examined at
12-month intervals for damage. Damaged hoses shall be
replaced or tested. At five-year intervals, all hoses shall be
tested.

904.8.4.1 Test procedure. Hoses shall be tested at not
less than 2,500 pounds per square inch (psi) (17 238 kPa)
for high-pressure systems and at not less than 900 psi
(6206 kPa) for low-pressure systems.

904.8.5 Auxiliary equipment. Auxiliary and supplemen-
tary components, such as switches, door and window
releases, interconnected valves, damper releases and sup-
plementary alarms, shall be manually operated at 12-month
intervals to ensure that such components are in proper oper-
ating condition.

904.9 Halon systems. Halogenated extinguishing systems
shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected and tested
in accordance with NFPA 12A and their listing.

904.9.1 System test. Systems shall bé inspected and tested
for proper operation at 12-month intervals.

904.9.2 Containers. The extinguishing agent quantity and
pressure of containers shall be checked at 6-month intervals.
Where a container shows a loss in original weight of more
than 5 percent or a loss in original pressure (adjusted for
temperature) of more than 10 percent, the container shall be
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refilled or replaced. The weight and pressure of the con-
tainer shall be recorded on a tag attached to the container.

904.9.3 System hoses. System hoses shall be examined at
12-month intervals for damage. Damaged hoses shall be
replaced or tested. At S-year intervals, all hoses shall be
tested.

904.9.3.1 Test procedure. For Halon 1301 systems,
hoses shall be tested at not less than 1,500 psi (10 343
kPa) for 600 psi (4137 kPa) charging pressure systems
and not less than 900 psi (6206 kPa) for 360 psi (2482
kPa) charging pressure systems. For Halon 1211
hand-hose line systems, hoses shall be tested at 2,500 psi
(17 238 kPa) for high-pressure systems and 900 psi
(6206 kPa) for low-pressure systems.

904.9.4 Auxiliary equipment. Auxiliary and supplemen-
tary components, such as switches, door and window
releases, interconnected valves, damper releases and sup-
plementary alarms, shall be manually operated at 12-month
intervals to ensure such components are in proper operating
condition.

904.10 Clean-agent systems. Clean-agent fire-extinguishing
systems shall be installed, maintained, periodically inspected
and tested in accordance with NFPA 2001 and their listing.

904.10.1 System test. Systems shall be inspected and tested
for proper operation at 12-month intervals.

904.10.2 Containers. The extinguishing agent quantity and
pressure of the containers shall be checked at 6-month inter-
vals. Where a container shows a loss in original weight of
more than 5 percent or a loss in original pressure, adjusted
for temperature, of more than 10 percent, the container shall
be refilled or replaced. The weight and pressure of the con-
tainer shall be recorded on a tag attached to the container.

904.10.3 System hoses. System hoses shall be examined at
12-month intervals for damage. Damaged hoses shall be
replaced or tested. All hoses shall be tested at 5-year inter-
vals.

904.11 Commercial cooking systems. The automatic
fire-extinguishing system for commercial cooking systems
shall be of a type recognized for protection of commercial
cooking equipment and exhaust systems of the type and
arrangement protected. Preengineered automatic dry- and
wet-chemical extinguishing systems shall be tested in accor-
dance with UL 300 and listed and labeled for the intended
application. Other types of automatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tems shall be listed and labeled for specific use as protection for
commercial cooking operations. The system shall be installed
in accordance with this code, its listing and the manufacturer’s
installation instructions. Automatic fire-extinguishing systems
of the following types shall be installed in accordance with the
referenced standard indicated, as follows:

1. Carbon dioxide extinguishing systems, NFPA 12.
2. Automatic sprinkler systems, NFPA 13.

3. Foam-water sprinkler system or foam-water spray sys-
tems, NFPA 16.

4. Dry-chemical extinguishing systems, NFPA 17.
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5. Wet-chemical extinguishing systems, NFPA 17A.

Exception: Factory-built commercial cooking recirculat-
ing systems that are tested in accordance with UL 710B and
listed, labeled and installed in accordance with Section
304.1 of the International Mechanical Code.

904.11.1 Manual system operation. A manual actuation
device shall be located at or near a means of egress from the
cooking area a minimum of 10 feet (3048 mm) and a maxi-
mum of 20 feet (6096 mm) from the kitchen exhaust system.
The manual actuation device shall be installed not more than
48 inches (1200 mm) nor less than 42 inches (1067 mm)
above the floor and shall clearly identify the hazard pro-
tected. The manual actuation shall require a maximum force
of 40 pounds (178 N) and a maximum movement of 14
inches (356 mm) to actuate the fire suppression system.

Exception: Automatic sprinkler systems shall not be
required to be equipped with manual actuation means.

904.11.2 System interconnection. The actuation of the fire
extinguishing system shall automatically shut down the fuel
or electrical power supply to the cooking equipment. The
fuel and electrical supply reset shall be manual.

904.11.3 Carbon dioxide systems. When carbon dioxide
systems are used, there shall be a nozzle at the top of the ven-
tilating duct. Additional nozzles that are symmetrically
arranged to give uniform distribution shall be installed
within vertical ducts exceeding 20 feet (6096 mm) and hori-
zontal ducts exceeding 50 feet (15 240 mm). Dampers shall
be installed at either the top or the bottom of the duct and
shall be arranged to operate automatically upon activation
of the fire-extinguishing system. When the damper is
installed at the top of the duct, the top nozzle shall be imme-
diately below the damper. Automatic carbon dioxide
fire-extinguishing systems shall be sufficiently sized to pro-
tect all hazards venting through a common duct simulta-
neously.

904.11.3.1 Ventilation system. Commercial-type cook-
ing equipment protected by an automatic carbon dioxide
extinguishing system shall be arranged to shut off the
ventilation system upon activation.

904.11.4 Special provisions for automatic sprinkler sys-
tems. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting commer-
cial-type cooking equipment shall be supplied from a
separate, readily accessible, indicating-type control valve
that is identified.

904.11.4.1 Listed sprinklers. Sprinklers used for the
protection of fryers shall be tested in accordance with UL
199E, listed for that application and installed in accor-
dance with their listing.

904.11.5 Portable fire extinguishers for commercial
cooking equipment. Portable fire extinguishers shall be
provided within a 30-foot (9144 mm) travel distance of
commercial-type cooking equipment. Cooking equipment
involving vegetable or animal oils and fats shall be protected
by a Class K rated portable extinguisher.

904.11.5.1 Portable fire extinguishers for solid fuel
cooking appliances. All solid fuel cooking appliances,

whether or not under a hood, with fireboxes 5 cubic feet
(0.14 m?) or less in volume shall have a minimum
2.5-gallon (9 L) or two 1.5-gallon (6 L) Class K
wet-chemical portable fire extinguishers located in
accordance with Section 904.11.5.

904.11.5.2 Class K portable fire extinguishers for
deep fat fryers. When hazard areas include deep fat fry-
ers, listed Class K portable fire extinguishers shall be
provided as follows:

1. For up to four fryers having a maximum cooking
medium capacity of 80 pounds (36.3 kg) each: One
Class K portable fire extinguisher of a minimum
1.5 gallon ( 6 L) capacity.

2. For every additional group of four fryers having a
maximum cooking medium capacity of 80 pounds
(36.3 kg) each: One additional Class K portable
fire extinguisher of a minimum 1.5 gallon (6 L)
capacity shall be provided.

3. Forindividual fryers exceeding 6 square feet (0.55
m?) in surface area: Class K portable fire
extinguishers shall be installed in accordance with
the extinguisher manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions.

904.11.6 Operations and maintenance. Commercial
cooking systems shall be operated and maintained in accor-
dance with this section.

904.11.6.1 Ventilation system. The ventilation system
in connection with hoods shall be operated at the
required rate of air movement, and classified grease fil-
ters shall be in place when equipment under a kitchen
grease hood is used.

904.11.6.2 Grease extractors. Where grease extractors
are installed, they shall be operated when the commer-
cial-type cooking equipment is used.

904.11.6.3 Cleaning. Hoods, grease-removal devices,
fans, ducts and other appurtenances shall be cleaned at
intervals necessary to prevent the accumulation of
grease. Cleanings shall be recorded, and records shall
state the extent, time and date of cleaning. Such records
shall be maintained on the premises.

904.11.6.4 Extinguishing system service. Automatic
fire-extinguishing systems shall be serviced at least
every 6 months and after activation of the system.
Inspection shall be by qualified individuals, and a certifi-
cate of inspection shall be forwarded to the fire code offi-
cial upon completion.

904.11.6.5 Fusible link and sprinkler head replace-
ment. Fusible links and automatic sprinkler heads shall
be replaced at least annually, and other protection
devices shall be serviced or replaced in accordance with
the manufacturer’s instructions.

Exception: Frangible bulbs are not required to be
replaced annually.
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