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Property Improvement Partnership Program Guidelines
Program Purpose and Overview:
The Village of Schiller Park Property Improvement Partnership Program (PIPP) is designed to help owners with improving and beautifying their business property in the commercial corridor by helping property owners and tenants rehabilitate and restore eligible properties. Reimbursement grants are provided to owners or tenants in recognition of the positive impact that individual exterior improvements can have on the overall appearance, quality, and vitality of the commercial corridor.
Applicants seeking funding for exterior improvements to the property facade are eligible for a rebate of up to 50% of the total project cost with a maximum grant amount of $20,000. 
Grant Description 
The Village, on an annual basis, will determine total funding amounts for the Program. The Village will match up to 50% of improvement costs for qualified improvements to the facades of buildings or tenant spaces visible from the public right-of-way up to $20,000 for projects with a total value of $2,500 or greater. All Village of Schiller Park permit fees will be waived for this program.

Grant awards will be awarded on a first-come, case-by-case basis until the budgeted funds are expended. Applications which are not rewarded due to a lack of available funds will again be considered in the order in which they are received once additional funding becomes available. Grant awards will be based on the merit and design of the project. The Village reserves the right to prioritize applications based on the scope of work, level of private investment, and relative impact of the proposed improvements on the business district. Priority will be given to proposed improvements that comply with the Village’s business district needs.
Eligibility
To be eligible for PIPP funds, the application must meet the following criteria: 
1. Applicants must either be the property owner or the lessee of the subject property. If the applicant is a tenant, written approval from the property owner must be submitted with the application to participate in the program and consent to all building modifications. 
2. Improvements must be made to the building's exterior and visible from the right-of-way. 
3. If a subject property has previously been awarded PIPP funds, it will be ineligible for additional grants for one year following the date of the grant award. 
4. The applicant must not be in default to the Village regarding payments for water/sewer charges, special taxes, assessments, parking or other citations or judgements or any other taxes or fees due or unpaid by the applicant to the Village.
5. Property/Unit must not be in violation of the sign or zoning ordinances, unless the proposed eligible project will bring the property or unit into compliance with the zoning and/or sign regulations. In addition, compliance with all local, state, and federal laws, rules, and ordinances is required.  
6. The property must be commercially operated in the commercial business corridor (Commercial Districts along Lawrence Ave., Irving Park Road, Ruby Street/25th Ave., and River Road/Old River Road). 
7. [bookmark: _Int_sflNUgji]Under the PIPP Program, the owner selects contractors for the work, and all contracts for the improvements are between the owner and contractor. Applicants must comply with prevailing wage requirements as applicable. To ensure competitive pricing, project bidding is required. A minimum of two bids is required.   

Eligible Improvements: 
To help guide those seeking PIPP funds from the Village, a listing of common improvement and development activities has been prepared. The listing is not exhaustive, and the Village will consider other types of improvements so long as they are allowed by code and in furtherance of the redevelopment goals for the Business District. 
1. Canopy/awning
2. Exterior brick painting (in conjunction with restoration) 
3. Signage 
4. Exterior lighting
5. Restoration of missing or altered architectural features
6. Accessibility improvements
7. Landscaping enhancements
8. New or updated fencing

Ineligible Improvements: 
1. Routine maintenance 
2. Interior Improvements 
3. Security systems, fire alarms, mechanical equipment 
4. Improvements not visible from the right-of-way 
5. Parking lot maintenance and repair 
6. Trash enclosures 
7. Windows/doors replacement
8. Tuck-pointing/masonry repair & restoration
9. Improvements not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Business District Design Guidelines 
10. New construction, or major alterations 

All improvements must comply with all applicable Village Codes. Improvements may not begin until all necessary approvals are received, including any required public hearings and building permit approval. Any project costs incurred prior to grant approval will be ineligible for reimbursement. 

Eligible Costs: 
1. Materials 
2. Construction Labor 
3. Design Costs with a $2,500 cap, with 50% of the design costs covered as part of the program limit of $20,000 overall contribution from the Village (design costs apply to projects with a value of $5,000 or greater, not including design costs).
4. Village of Schiller Park permit fees will be waived

Ineligible Costs: 
1. Legal Fees 
2. Permits, fees, taxes, and other governmental fees (other than Village of Schiller Park permit fees mentioned above)
Property Improvement Partnership Program (PIPP) Grant Application: attach link to grant application
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